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This course  places American politics in a comparative context.  Institutions will be examined including  the constitution, congress, the presidency and federalism.  Particular attention will be placed on the 2000 and 2004 presidential primaries and elections.  The political culture, economic policies  and foreign policy of the United States will  also be dealt with.

Text:  

Schmidt, Shelley, Bardes.   American Government and Politics Today, Brief  edition 2004-2005 Belmont, California: Thompson Wadsworth.

Requirements:



 Essay (Due November 17) ..................................................... 40%


 Final  Exam .............................................................................60%

Outline:
September 8

Introduction

September 13

The constitution; the origins of the United States




Readings:  Chapter 1, 2

September 20

The Presidency




Readings:  Chapter 10

September 27

Congress




Readings:  Chapter 9
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October 4

Federalism




Readings:  Chapter 3
October 11

The Judiciary



Readings:  Chapter 12



October 18

Civil Rights




Readings:  Chapter 5
October 25

Civil liberties 




Readings:  Chapter 4
November 1

Public  Opinion, socialization, media




Readings:  Chapter 6

November 8

Interest Groups and Political Parties




Readings:  Chapter 7
November 15

Elections




Readings:  Chapter 8
November 17

ESSAY DUE
November 22

The Bureaucracy




Readings:  Chapter 11

November 29

Domestic and Foreign Policy




Readings:  Chapters 13 and 14
FINAL EXAMINATION WILL BE SET BY THE REGISTRAR'S OFFICE DURING THE EXAMINATION PERIOD (December 5 – 17, 2005).
